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From Our Mayor
Welcome, friends, to Bonners Ferry and

Boundary County, Idaho, the most amazing
place you will ever visit.

Bonners Ferry grew out of a river crossing
for prospectors heading to gold discoveries
in Canada in the 1860s. It is the county seat
with a population of around 2,500 of Idaho’s
friendliest people. The quaint downtown has
been revitalized with pedestrian-friendly
upgrades, improved parking and a new
visitor center. It is a city that respects its past
and is proactive toward the future.

The county is bisected by the Kootenai
River, a major tributary of the Columbia River. The
river’s course between two great mountain ranges
created the resource-rich valley that was the
ancestral home to the Kootenai Tribe. Today, this
great flood plain is an agricultural gem growing
such diverse crops as hops, wheat, canola and
nursery trees.

Beyond the river valley that gives our country
its unique picturesque beauty, most of the land is
forested mountains. Lumber and related forest
products have been the mainstay of the economy

since settlement began. The additional benefits
derived from National Forests lands include
camping, hiking, fishing, hunting, skiing and
snowmobiling. Recreational opportunities in our
county are limitless.

We look forward to seeing you in Bonners
Ferry and Boundary County. Our home is your
home, and we hope you stay awhile.

David Anderson,
Mayor of Bonners Ferry
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From Our Commissioners:
The Board of County Commis-

sioners welcomes you to Boundary
County, one of Idaho’s true Gems.

Girded by mountain ranges teeming
with wildlife and a beautiful valley
through which the Kootenai River flows, Boundary
County offers a wide range of things to do and
places to see, from pristine forests to some of the
most productive agricultural lands in the nation.

Whether you’re looking for wild places or rural
communities that make you feel welcome, Boundary
County has what you’re looking for. The people who
call this place home take considerable pride in our
piece of heaven, and work hard to keep those
attributes that make Boundary County so special.

If you’re just passing through, there are many
places to stop and spend a little time; from camp
grounds in the high country to quality motels with all
the conveniences. If you’re planning to come here
to live, be assured you’ll find Boundary County
unlike any place you’ve ever been, as this is a
community of good neighbors, who pull together in

good times and bad.
We’re proud of the fact that we retain much of

what most people look on with nostalgia; old-
fashioned values, the willingness to work hard, to roll
with the seasons. Along with hard work, we enjoy
plenty of fun as well; fishing in the placid stretches of
the Kootenai, reeling in trout from myriad high-
mountain creeks, or braving the rushing Moyie River.
Our fairgrounds are constantly kept busy with family
and class reunions, fairs, swap meets and sales,
and many other activities that bring neighbors from
all over the county together. And don’t forget the
County Fair, held each August, when the bountiful
produce this community produces is laid before the
judges and the best examples of our year-long toil is
displayed before admiring eyes.

While we are rightfully proud of our rural ways,
we are a community of remarkable talent as well.
Many who call Boundary County home, and who
forged their way to the future in our local schools,
have been leaders in myriad fields of endeavor, from
scientists to engineers, physicians to artists. The
natural beauty of Boundary County is unsurpassed
anywhere, but it is the truly the diverse group of
people who grace this county and make it such a
wonderful place to visit or live.

Ron Smith, Dan Dinning, Walt Kirby 
Boundary County Commissioners
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The Pioneer Spirit of Boundary County
Almost everywhere you look in Boundary

County, you can see the evidence of that
pioneer spirit that exists throughout Idaho’s
northernmost county. Not to minimize the
impact of the economic downturn of the overall
national and even global economy, but
Boundary County residents are fighting back.

New businesses are opening up at a higher
rate than they were in the last two years. There
have been existing businesses purchased by
local residents with the intent of upgrading and
exploring new ways to expand local trade. 

However, that’s just the tip of the iceberg.
New businesses are constructing new

buildings at a time when our local, state and
national economy is considered slow. This
area has never exploded like many other areas
throughout Idaho, and Boundary County has
always been a close-knit, hard-working
community that enjoys the great beauty that
surrounds us. 

The timber industry has long been the
mainstay of the community, and although it is still
a major part of the local economy, the area has
become more diversified. With the revitalization of
downtown Bonners Ferry, tourism has become a
new focus. Every new business provides a greater
foundation for additional businesses to locate in
the area. 

“The Friendliest City in Idaho,” which Bonners
Ferry was dubbed by former Idaho Governor Dirk
Kempthorne, is starting to be recognized by the
outside world as more than just as slogan, and
more people are finding their way to the northern
Panhandle of Idaho.

Make no mistake - this is a very difficult time

for businesses everywhere, and Boundary County
is no exception. The difference is that this area is
no stranger to difficult economic times, and it
knows how to pull together to make things happen
and get through it. People are looking for new
ways to entice customers to buy locally. Some
Chamber of Commerce members are offering
member-to-member discounts. There is a
collaborative effort in marketing and advertising to
maximize promotional dollars with the goal of
attracting visitors from outside the area. 

No one knows just how long the current
economical downturn will last, but as the Director
of the Boundary Economic Development Council,
I feel confident that as things turn around,
Boundary County will be a more productive and
viable community.

Mike Sloan, 
Boundary Economic Development Council
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Community Profile
If this is your first time visiting Boundary County,

welcome to a community that abounds in forest and
rich farmland. Boundary County is the only county
in the nation to be bordered by two states and a
foreign country. On the west, Boundary County is
bound by Washington State, Montana on the east,
Bonner County to the south and Canada to the
north. It has two ports of entry into the United
States, one at Eastport, one at Porthill. 

More than 90 percent of the land is forested with
three mountain ranges running throughout the
county: Selkirk, Purcell and Cabinet. The Kootenai,
Pack, Upper Priest and Moyie rivers flow through
the county’s mountainous terrain. Most of its
agricultural land lies in the fertile glacial valley of the
Kootenai River. 

Bonners Ferry, 24 miles from Canada, is located
in the northeastern corner of Idaho on U.S. Highway
95. It is also 16 miles west of Montana, 106 miles
west of Spokane, Wash. and 400 miles east of
Seattle, Wash. Incorporated in 1899, the city of
Bonners Ferry has a population of about 2,647. Its
City Council consists of four council members and
a mayor; day-to-day operations are handled by a
city administrator. The city shares court facilities and
a jail with the county, and fire protection is provided
mostly by volunteer fire departments. In addition to

providing a water and sewer system, the city
supplies about a third of the town’s electric power
through a city-owned power plant and dam on the
Moyie River. The city also offers a free municipal
swimming pool located on Washington Street.

Boundary County is managed by a three-
member board of elected commissioners. The office
and all county services are centered in Bonners
Ferry, the county seat, at the Boundary County
Courthouse. Other offices include the County
Sheriff, Prosecutor, Treasurer, District Court,
Appraiser, Assessor, Planning and Zoning and
Motor Vehicle Licensing.

The county has a general aviation airfield with a
4,000-foot paved runway. Nearest air freight service
is 83 miles south in Coeur d’Alene. Charter flights
are available through Northern Air, Inc., while
regional, national and international service is
available at Spokane International Airport.

There is also a Greater Bonners Ferry Chamber
of Commerce, which supports the interests of its
members by promoting a dynamic business
environment. 

Climate in Bonners Ferry is relatively moderate
with four distinct seasons. At an elevation of 1,810
feet, Bonners Ferry has 130 frost-free days. Its
major employers are the Boundary County School
District, Boundary Community Hospital, Kootenai
River Inn, Idaho Forest Group, Idaho Education
Services, Elk Mountain Farms, Boundary County
government and Welco of Idaho, Inc.
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History of Bonners Ferry
(From the Greater Bonners Ferry Chamber
of Commerce Website)

The town of Bonners Ferry was
formally established in 1893 along the
south bank of the Kootenai River.
Scattered along the valley and bench land
areas were a few ranches and
homesteads. Numerous mines were
developed in the nearby mountains,
including the Continental Mine in the
Selkirk Mountains. 

The lumber industry also grew rapidly
in the community. Bonners Ferry – much of
it perched on stilts to avoid the inevitable
spring floods – appeared to be a boomtown.
Moving into the 20th century, the town became the
center of a lumbering and farming community. The
valley land was drained and diked, and farms were
cleared on the benches. The rich Kootenai Valley
became known as the “Nile of the North,” while the
Bonners Ferry Lumber Company grew to be one of
the world’s largest lumber mills. Its downtown took
shape as brick buildings were constructed, replacing
those on stilts. Today, much of Main Street dates
from this period of solid, permanent construction.

Bonners Ferry’s early history owes a great debt
to Edwin Bonner, an enterprising merchant from
Walla Walla, Wash.

Initially, when gold was discovered in the East
Kootenays of British Columbia in 1863, thousands of
prospectors from all over the West surged northward
over a route that became known as the Wildhorse
Trail. It was then that Edwin Bonner established a
ferry in 1864, where the trail crossed the broad
Kootenai River. In 1875, Richard Fry leased the
business, but the location retained the name of the
original founder and later became the town of
Bonners Ferry. Before the gold rush, only a few

visitors had come to the region.
One of the first was explorer David Thompson, a

cartographer for the Northwest Trading Company.
Thompson and four fellow fur traders arrived in
1808, to trade with the Lower Kootenais. He was
followed in 1846 by Jesuit Priest Father DeSmet, a
missionary to the Kootenai Tribe. Government
surveyors of the Boundary Commission came in
1858, to establish the border between the United
States and Canada. 

With mines to the north, the community of
Bonners Ferry began to flourish in the 1880s as a
supplier. The Norwegian-built steamer “Midge”
launched into service in 1883, and operated for the
next 25 years carrying passengers and freight
between Bonners Ferry and British Columbia. The
Great Northern Railroad was built here in 1892,
followed quickly by the Spokane International and
the Kootenai Valley lines.

For a closer look at local history, visit the
Boundary County Free Museum on Main Street
(open May through August) to view its collection of
more than 10,000 items.

Main Street, Downtown Bonners Ferry, 1922
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The Kootenai Tribe of Idaho is an integral
part of the Boundary County community and
for more than a decade has contributed
financially to dozens of community projects,
including the Bonners Ferry High School track
and the Harold Sims Clock Tower.
Recognized as a sovereign nation, the Tribe
contributes annually to the Boundary County
School District through the Idaho Local Public
Schools Investment Act and presented the
district with $80,000 in August 2008.

Thanks to the Best Western Kootenai
River Inn built 22 years ago on tribal lands,
the Tribe has also created employment
opportunities and made significant contributions to
Boundary County’s economic revitalization. 

Their holistic watershed approach to the
Kootenai River ecosystem — from working to
restore the Kootenai River White Sturgeon and
their conservation strategy to recover the dwindling
burbot population — has been well documented.

The Tribe has also been instrumental in working
with local governing agencies to form the Kootenai
Valley Resource Initiative to restore and enhance

the resources of the Kootenai Valley, a community-
based, collaborative effort in the Kootenai River
Basin.

The Kootenai Tribe was once part of a larger
Kootenai Tribe situated in what is now Montana
and Canada. Although the “Kootenay” tribe was
party to the Treaty of Hellgate in Montana on July
16, 1855, the Idaho Kootenai were apparently not
represented, although the treaty ceded lands of the

The Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
By R.J. Cohn

Tribe Continued on 11
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Idaho Kootenai. Thereafter tribal members
received a few allotments, but there was no
reservation established for the Kootenai Tribe of
Idaho. It was not until October 18, 1974, that lands
were set aside in trust for the Kootenai Tribe by the
United States. 

The government of the Kootenai Tribe has
existed since time immemorial. Historically, the
Tribe was governed by a hereditary chief. A
constitution was adopted and was approved by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs on June 16, 1947, which
provided for a democratic form of government. The
Constitution establishes a Tribal Council as the
governing body of the tribe.

The community’s relationship with the Tribe has
become the envy of the rest of the state and the
region. It has also been memorialized in the Library
of Congress and has been the foundation for new
positive relationships with many state and federal
agencies and organizations. The respect and
cooperation between the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho,
Boundary County and Bonners Ferry has set the
foundation for building dreams for the future.

Harold Sims Clock Tower 
Lights Up Bonners Ferry
By R.J. Cohn

Sparked by a community fundraiser that
pulled in close to $23,000, the Harold Sims Clock
Tower began ticking off time on the roof of City
Hall in downtown Bonners Ferry on May 2, 2008. 

With its distinct flair symbolized by its red-
peaked cap, wrap-around catwalks, and
floodlights washing across its five-foot diameter
clock faces, the tower can be seen by motorists
coming down both the North and South Hill. 

An artist’s rendition of the clock tower also
appears as a logo on the Bonners Ferry
Chamber of Commerce website.

It took nearly a year to transform the former
cinder block tower - which once served as the
fire department’s hose tower in the 1950s - into
what former city administrator Mike Woodward
called the ‘capstone of downtown.”

“It was a diamond-in-the-rough just waiting to
happen,” said Woodward. “The painting on the
old tower had been peeling for years, the
structure was chipped, and it was definitely an
eyesore. It has turned into something very
appealing that adds a lot of charm to Bonners
Ferry.”

It’s not the first time a clock tower has been
proposed for the downtown area, or that a large
timepiece has been anchored on Bonners
Ferry’s Main Street.

Seven years ago, architects designing the
city’s downtown revitalization plan penciled in a
clock tower in its original conceptual drawing. But
the idea was eventually scrapped due to a lack of
state funding.

In the early 1980s, a four-foot square clock
hung on a pole in front of the now defunct 1st
Security Bank on Main Street. It was later moved
one block south around 1992 before it was
carted off to the city’s diesel shop, where it was
eventually sold in a city surplus sale.

The clock tower’s dials displaying a three-
dimensional appearance were designed by
Bonners Ferry’s Gini Woodward. North Idaho
Ironworks fabricated the 350-pound catwalks
and workstations mounted below the clock’s four
faces.

The four-faced clock tower was named to
commemorate the city’s former Mayor Harold
Sims, whose mark on Bonners Ferry is still felt
today. During his tenure, Sims - who was the
city’s longest-serving mayor (1974-1999) -
helped upgrade the Moyie Dam while overseeing
the construction of a new City Hall and fire hall.

Tribe
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Boundary Ranked 17th Fastest Growing County in Idaho ~ By R.J. Cohn

Diversified Economy, Construction
Boom Tied to its Growth

Ranked the 17th fastest growing
of Idaho’s 44 counties, Boundary
County has so significantly diversified
its economy from a timber-reliant
industry that the number of employed
residents has skyrocketed nearly 90
percent since 1976.

Though it hardly rivals the
astonishing 200 percent rate of
neighboring Bonner County, a
regional labor economist says Idaho’s
northernmost county that once
derived almost 35 percent of its total
wages from logging and lumber
manufacturing is posting strong
numbers in its overall employment
growth. Its average annual wage is now $27,214,
an 18 percent hike from 2000.

“You have made great strides in branching out
from an economy reliant on traditional mainstays
of grain crops and forest products,” Kathryn Tacke
of Idaho Department of Labor. “What has struck me
is how well this community bounces back after
major economic losses like mill closures, layoffs
and the loss of 300 jobs when CEDU schools
closed. Yet Boundary County has managed to keep
its payroll jobs steady, which is pretty impressive. It
shows the spirit of this community, that it knows
how to dig in and make things work here.”

What is also impressive has been construction
since 2000, a figure that well-outpaces both Idaho
and the U.S.

“There has been an incredibly strong surge in
construction activity the last four to five years here,”
said Tacke. “Since the early 1990s, the county has
also doubled employment in its small, non-woods
manufacturing sector.”

Though sparked by companies like Anheuser-
Busch, nurseries, Christmas tree farms and the
Kootenai Tribe of Idaho that jump started job
diversification, the county’s manufacturing sector
has dropped significantly in the last seven years. It
posted a startling 27 percent decline since 2000 -
a loss of 120 jobs - while Bonner County registered
a 65 percent jump.

“While the decline in saw mill employment
partially explains the decline, it seems like
Boundary County always goes one step forward
and one step back,” said Tacke. “There is also not
a large labor pool here for prospective
manufacturing companies to draw from. Because
of your remoteness from major airports and
freeways that those companies rely on, it makes it
difficult to recruit large manufacturers here.”

If companies are hesitant about setting foot in
Boundary County, tourists - especially Canadians -
are anything but timid. For the most part,  currency
exchange rate is more favorable for Canadians
than ever before, and substantial gains in the

Fog settles over the Kootenai Valley on a crisp September Morning

Growing County Continued on 13
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county’s tourism sector have been impressive.
“It’s definitely making a difference,” said Tacke.

“It also has some advantages for the lumber
industry. Canadian lumber is more expensive than
it was four years ago because of the current
exchange rate.”

However, Tacke warned that the lumber
industry is volatile and Boundary County is still very
reliant upon it.

“Right now, lumber prices are low and that’s a
problem for mills facing rising costs and excess
capacity of lumber stacked up in their yards,” she
added. 

Tacke’s long-term vision for Boundary County -
whose population has grown to 11,100, a 12
percent increase in seven years - is upbeat. 

“All the groundwork and improvement have
been laid out for this community’s future,” she said.
“The downtown revitalization - including the clock
tower, the Visitor Center, North Idaho College’s
expansion, the national attention of the Selkirk
Loop and the completion of the underpass are
impressive achievements. What you are doing is
laying a foundation that expands the potential and
makes Boundary County more attractive.”

Community Spirit Drives City’s Identity
By R.J. Cohn 
Study Paints Bonners Ferry With 
‘Unique Community Cohesion’ 

A regional survey conducted by Eastern
Washington University graduate students
examining Bonners Ferry’s social profile has
pinpointed the city’s overwhelming community spirit
and generosity as its greatest asset.

That, along with what 25 students in EWU’s
social work master’s program found to be a strong
social  connectedness in a city undergoing change,
paints Bonners Ferry as a community with a
“unique community cohesion” superior to or
exceeding those of similar populations.

Sampling only a small percentage of the
population, the survey targeted 125 residents and
61 elected or appointed local officials.

“The study was a wonderful experience and
was more of an assessment in understanding the
social fabric of Bonners Ferry for a student-learning
project,” said James Pippard, assistant dean of
EWU’s social work master’s program. “It does have
statistical flaws, and is not by any means to be
taken as a perfect study.”

While the study calls Bonners Ferry a city in

City Study Continued on 14

Growing County
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transition with a strong
future, it also describes
it as very conservative,
supportive of faith-
oriented activities with
more than 20 different
congregations and
where residents believe
the local economy is
steadily improving.

“For a community to
say its economic outlook
is looking up and steady
is a quite a positive
statement,” said
Pippard. “Many other
communities the
students surveyed have
not said that.”

One of the most
compelling pieces of
data was that respondents unanimously said
Bonners Ferry’s greatest overall asset was its
people. The survey also cited the community’s
kindness and generosity as the “true fundamental
infrastructure of the region” and helps to create a
“unique community cohesion that rivals or is
superior to communities of similar size.”

Respondents were generally in agreement
regarding Bonners Ferry’s three most influential
people. Those who were polled tabbed former
Mayor Darrell Kerby and county commissioner Ron
Smith as the top two, while author Dr. Marty
Becker, former Festival of Trees coordinator Judy
Everhart and county commissioner Dan Dinning
also received votes.

The study noted that most residents felt growth
was inevitable yet it also acknowledged that they
want to have a managed-growth plan set in place.

“They wanted to grow in a way that was positive
for the community, but they also wanted to keep the
small-town, close-knit feel,” it said. “One
community leader also described the community
as similar to ‘old America.’”

While the EWU survey cites the unique
partnership of the city, the county and the Kootenai
Tribe of Idaho as one of the greatest assets to the
region, it also noted that planning, zoning and
infrastructure to support potential development and
growth are high priorities and of significant concern.

“There are too many variables to predict how
things will look in the next five years,” one
respondent said in the study. “If we take advantage
of our strengths, if we make it easy for industry to
come to our community and build, if we work
together, we can overcome any challenges we
face.”

City Study

Canoeing down the Kootenai River one of the many options in Boundary County
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million last year.
“The statistics show that Boundary County has

enjoyed fairly strong growth in employment,
income and population since 2002, despite three
mass layoffs,” said regional economist Kathryn
Tacke from Idaho Department of Labor. “That
growth occurred because Boundary County has
been successful in its attempts to diversify its
economy, and because of the very strong market
for real estate, which has resulted in a high level of
construction activity.

“The only indicator that showed a decline was
school enrollment, but that was a very, very small
decline, and is mostly the result of the aging of the
county’s population, just as the U.S. population is
aging.”

The statistics also show that while total tax
valuation rose dramatically from $407 billion to
$592 billion - or 45 percent - per capital personal
income also increased 16 percent for the same
period.

Although the county’s population has only
inched up 7 percent to nearly 11,000 since 2002,
figures show that unemployment has dropped
almost a full percentage point while personal
income has jumped a healthy 25 percent.

More telling of the booming construction that
has resulted in part from the strong real estate

Boundary County on a Fast Growth Track
By R.J. Cohn

Figures don’t lie.
Neither does a slate of eye-opening statistics

charting an escalating five-year economic pattern
pointing out that growth in Boundary County isn’t
just a few years off or around the corner.

It’s here now.
Compiled by Boundary County Economic

Development Executive Director Mike Sloan - who
gathered data from several agencies comparing a
variety of indicators since 2002 - the statistics
clearly show that Idaho’s northernmost county has
been on a steady upswing in practically every
category.

Especially the whopping increase of building
permits issued. In the last five years, there has
been an incredulous 313 percent spike in building
permits for both Bonners Ferry and Boundary
County.

In addition, despite a five-year low in home
sales across the U.S. that the National Association
of Realtors said fell nearly 4 percent last month -
the lowest level since November 2002 - real estate
in Boundary County is not slowing down.

Retail sales showed a substantial increase as
well, soaring 26 percent since 2003 to almost $68 County Study Continued on 17
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market was the mind-boggling number of building
permits issued in the last five years. In 2002, only
60 permits were recorded for both the city and the
county.

Last year, that number soared to 248, which
translates to a 313 percent increase. Moreover,
that amount should climb even higher next year
when a 70-lot subdivision proposed for the South
Hill starts construction. 

“That figure alone is pretty outstanding when
you’re looking at growth indicators,” said Sloan.
“Not many places can come close to topping that.”  

County Study

Storm Ready Status Keeps Area Prepared
By R.J. Cohn 

One of 1,173 StormReady sites in 50 states -
including Guam and Puerto Rico - Bonners Ferry
has been almost blessed by a shield of self-
preparedness.

Since 2001, the city has been bolstered by a
nationally backed program to help it cope with
potentially devastating weather impacts that can
cripple a community in a heartbeat.

Thanks to the National Weather Service’s
StormReady program - which began eight years
ago in Tulsa, Okla. - Bonners Ferry has been
equipped with communication equipment and
safety skills needed to save lives and property
before and during severe weather-related
emergencies.

“It’s a partnership that has helped make
communities like Bonners Ferry much better
prepared and organized to deal with natural events
that can hit a community with a wallop,” said
former Bonners Ferry Police Chief Dave Kramer.
“NWS has been a great partner, and we’re
fortunate to have met certain criteria to be a
StormReady community.”

For sites that have been classified as
StormReady, the designation can be pivotal when
brutal weather slams into a community. It allows
NWS to provide up-to-the minute weather-alert
broadcasts along with emergency alerts.

“The city had to meet a specific checklist of
requirements to get into the program in order for
StormReady status to be awarded,” said Kramer.
“They’ve provided key data for us, like setting river
flood stages and training local volunteers to

become weather spotters. They’ll report any
unusual weather findings to NWS officials, who
then interpret all this into more accurate forecasts
with their weather radar scanners.”

Additionally, the service has also provided
more than 30 weather radios to schools and public
buildings in the community since it was designated
StormReady. 

Kramer and other Boundary County
emergency officials know it is impossible keep any
community storm-proof. 

However, staying geared up before weather
emergencies hit through the StormReady program
has enabled communities like Bonners Ferry to
stay doubly prepared in even the worst situations.

“It’s a terrific program that has provided us with
a level of safety and security we could not have
achieved on our own,” said Kramer.

Emergency: ............................................
County Sheriff:............................. 
City Police: ...................................
Disaster Services:........................ 
Fire Dept Bonners Ferry:............ 
South Boundary Fire Dept:......... 
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Education
The Boundary County School District No. 101

was created by the State Department of Education
on Oct. 20, 1947. Prior to this date, there were a
number of small community school districts
established to fill the educational needs of
students. The formation of the district consolidated
17 of these small community schools.  

The District presently operates the following
schools: Valley View Elementary, K-5; Mt. Hall
Elementary, K-6; Evergreen Elementary, K-5;
Naples Elementary, K-6; Boundary County
Middle School, 6-8; Bonners Ferry High
School, 9-12; and Riverside High School
(Alternative), 9-12. Enrollment in the district has
varied, ranging from as high as 1,784 students in
1996 to approximately 1,556 students in 2009.

The determination of policies for the
management of the district is the responsibility of
the Board of Trustees; members are elected by the
qualified electors within the district. The District is
divided into five representative zones, and a
member of the board is elected from each of the
five zones. They serve three-year terms, which are
staggered to provide continuity.    

The Superintendent of Schools is appointed by
the board for a one-year to three-year term and is
responsible for the actual administration of the
schools in the district. Compensation is fixed by
the Board. 

The Clerk of the District is also appointed by
the board.  The duties of the Clerk, among others,
are to attend all meetings of the board and keep a
journal of the proceedings, countersign all
warrants drawn upon the district treasury, keep an
account and prepare and publish an annual
statement of moneys received by the district and
amounts paid out of the treasury, and have
custody of the records and papers of the board.

The Treasurer of the District appointed by the
board, is the custodian of all moneys belonging to
the district and is required to prepare and submit to
the board a monthly report of the receipts and
disbursements of the treasurer’s office. 

An alternative to attending the public school
system in is home schooling. Approximately 100
families in the Boundary County community home
school their children, often with amazing results.

According to the Idaho Coalition of Home
Educators, the State of Idaho currently does not
mandate what must be taught in the home school

curriculum. The state does not require home-
schoolers to register with the state, report to
anyone or take standardized tests. 

But Idaho requires only that parents who teach
their children at home provide an education that is
comparable to that available in the public schools.
This distinction provides the flexibility that has
produced such remarkable academic achievement
by home-educated students. As compared to the
laws in the rest of the nation, Idaho provides
tremendous freedom. Home schooling families
use a variety of workbooks and textbooks to teach
the traditional “three R’s,” as well as
supplementary reading books for history and
science. Their children’s learning relies heavily on
independent projects geared toward the child’s
personal interest.

Idaho Virtual Academy (IDVA) is also an option
for north Idaho children. Although a public school
in the state of Idaho, students complete all
coursework at home. However, IDVA is considered
“schooling at home” rather than home school, and
they provide all the required materials to the family.
The Academy offers an accredited K12 curriculum
for students from kindergarten through twelfth
grade, including scheduling of Idaho Standardized
Achievement Tests.
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NIC’s Bonners Ferry Center Continues to Grow
R.J. Cohn and
Kathryn Star Heart
contributed to this
story.

Three years
after North Idaho
College’s Bonners
Ferry Center
opened its satellite
campus on the
South Hill, the
$90,000 windfall it
received from the
state’s
Department of
Public Works in
2007 has helped
the Center grow in
leaps and bounds.

The funding -
which provided
three additional
classrooms, an upgrade to a high-speed, broad
band network and 16 new computers as well as a
remodeled computer lab - has turned the facility
into a springboard to higher education. It now
offers local students a wider breadth of courses
and services, including online classes and a
course for dual-enrollment.

When NIC opened the satellite campus in
2006, only about six classes were offered and
there was virtually no technology.

“It’s been exciting to watch it grow,” said
Christine Callison, Bonners Ferry Center
Educational Resource Coordinator.

The Center now boasts a new interactive video
conferencing room, improved Internet connectivity
to NIC’s Coeur d’Alene and Ponderay campuses
and a full schedule of nearly 20 classes.

“We try to accommodate and offer both day
and evening classes,” Callison said.

Along with free adult basic education courses,
the Center also offers quilting, GED testing,
placement testing, tutoring and workforce training.

Like NIC outreach centers in Bonner and
Shoshone counties, growth at the Bonners Ferry
facility has experienced a continual upswing. Not
only have the number of degree-seeking students
steadily increased, non-degree workforce
residents and senior citizens search for new job
skills have also been coming through the doors.

The Center also plays a critical role with
residents who lack high school diplomas. 

“We have been reaching those students and
have done a great deal of GED testing,” said
Callison. “We see students of all ages and stages.
We have high school students taking dual
enrollment classes and working parents taking
evening classes, as well as senior citizens all with
the common goal of higher education.”

Callison said that students who are just
beginning their college careers have a good
selection of core classes to choose from at the
Center. There are about 12 students in each class,

and an academic advisor now visits the Center
once a week to counsel students. Students can also
speak with the advisor via web camera if needed.

“We’ve
opened a lot of

doors for people
who had never

considered
college before

because it was
so far away,

complicated and
difficult,” said
Callison. “But

now, for the first
time ever,

people in this
community have

the opportunity
to get serious
about college.

We’re serving a
lot of students

who never had
the option of

attending college before.”
Thanks to the Interactive Video Classroom, the

Center offers a larger variety of classes. Students
sit in a specially equipped classroom and see an
instructor on a large screen, teaching the class
from another location. The room is voice-activated
so that if a student asks a question in Bonners
Ferry, students in similar IVC classrooms can also
hear what is being said. 

Several IVC classrooms around the state are
also linked together through the same technology.

Callison believes the growth spurt the Center
has had will be a continuing trend.

“We’ve come a long way in a short time,” she
said. “I think that says a lot about where this
community is going.”

Idaho’s State Bird: Rocky Mountain Blue Bird perched high atop a snag.
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Bonners Ferry Ranger District
There’s nothing

like a little publicity. 
But the national

notoriety that has
been focused on
the International

Selkirk Loop
headquartered in

downtown Bonners
Ferry is almost a

publicist’s dream.
The 289-mile
scenic Selkirk

International Loop
that circles through

British Columba, 
Idaho and Washington - along with offering an
additional 465 miles of side trip - is grabbing the
attention of world class, national travel writers.

Along with the editorial director of Rand
McNally - the preeminent publisher of maps,
atlases and globes in the U.S.- several renown
travel writers have come to Bonners Ferry to drive
the Selkirk Loop. The national scenic byway has
been featured in magazines that boast a
cumulative readership of more than 1.5 million.

“This is big-time stuff,” said Carol Graham,
Selkirk Loop’s Executive Director. “We’re sort of
like the new kid on the block as far as national
scenic highways go, and we’re starting to
generate a lot of play by the national media. It’s
wonderful.”

What’s generating the buzz?
“We’re a national scenic byway that was

designated in September 2005, and one of only
27 multi-state scenic highways in the U.S. as
well,” said Graham. “We’re also one of 17 with an
All-American Road designation and the only
international byway. That’s really quite notable.”

The National Geographic also thought so as
well. It published a two-page spread on the Selkirk
International Loop in its Guide to Scenic Highways
and Byways.

The Selkirk International Loop was also written
up in America’s Byways. “Picture yourself in a
place of forested hillsides, sparkling waterfalls and
charming small towns. Snowcapped-craggy
peaks glint in the morning sun as you follow a path
that encircles the breathtaking Selkirk Mountains.
There’s no need to imagine it; you can experience
it for yourself on the International Selkirk Loop!
Curving through some of the prettiest scenery in
northeast Washington, north Idaho and southeast
British Columbia, the loop connects Americans
and Canadians in a historic relationship of living,
working and playing in a spectacular setting.”

From driving to bird watching, playing golf to
playing in the snow, the International Selkirk Loop
offers a bit of paradise for all types.

The Bonners
Ferry Ranger District
covers more than
400,000 acres in
Boundary County.
The U.S. Forest
Service is not only
responsible for
managing the lands,
providing fire
protection, managing
recreational
opportunities and
helping to support
the local economy; it
also operates fee
campgrounds at 
Robinson Lake, Meadow Creek and Copper Creek,
as well as informal campgrounds at Smith Lake,
Brush Lake, Roman Nose Lake and Boulder
Meadows. 

The district maintains more than 300 miles of
trails open to foot, stock, bicycle and some motorized
traffic, including snowmobiling. There are many high
country lakes, spectacular peaks, waterfalls and
other beautiful places to visit. There are also more
than 1,000 miles of roads available in the area.

The district has about 45 permanent employees
and hires more than 50 temporary employees each
summer, including youth and senior citizen crews
from within the local community. Contracts and
supply purchases also contribute several hundred
thousand dollars to the economy each year, and 25
percent of all money made by the district is returned
to the county to fund schools and roads. For more
information, contact the Forest Service at 
208-267-5561, or stop by the office on Highway 95
on the south edge of Bonners Ferry.

International Selkirk Loop
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Boasting one of the biggest attractions
for viewing wildlife in their natural habitat in
the Inland Northwest, the Kootenai National
Wildlife Refuge, located five miles west of
Bonners Ferry on Riverside Road, has
drawn hundreds of thousands of visitors
since it was first established in 1965.

The 2,774-acre refuge was developed
primarily to provide important habitat and a
resting area for migrating waterfowl. More
than 300 different species of wildlife can be
found on Kootenai National Wildlife
Refuge, which show the overall richness
and diversity the area holds.

Wetlands, meadows, riparian forests
and cultivated agricultural fields (for
producing valuable wildlife food crops) are
interspersed in the Kootenai Valley bottom adjacent
to the west banks of the Kootenai River. Wetlands
include open-water ponds, seasonal cattail-bulrush
marshes, tree-lined ponds and rushing creeks. 

The western portion of the refuge ascends the
foothills of the scenic Selkirk Mountains and
consists of dense stands of coniferous trees and
tranquil riparian forests. 

The refuge not only serves as valuable habitat
for resident and migratory wildlife, but also provides
a nice stopping point for visitors to get out and
enjoy some of the vast natural beauty Boundary
County has to offer to approximately 20,000 visitors
annually.

The refuge’s Auto Tour, a 4.5-mile long gravel
road offers views of its wetland and grassland
habitats as well as Myrtle Creek. The one-way road
has three pull-outs and begins at the refuge office,
exiting on the county road near the mouth of Deep
Creek. The Auto Tour Road is open to licensed
vehicles, bicycles and walkers/hikers during
daylight hours, year round, weather and road
conditions permitting. The road is not plowed in the
winter and is open to cross-country skiing and
snowshoeing.

Wildlife observation and photography are
available from the refuge’s five trails, the Auto Tour
Route, the gazebo overlooking Cascade Pond and
overlooks along the county road. The kiosk at
refuge headquarters is equipped with two spotting
scopes and offers good views of Greenwing Pond,
Snipe Pond, Waterline Pond and Redhead Pond. 

During hunting season, wildlife viewing and

photography are allowed in the waterfowl hunting
area on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. On
Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday, only
waterfowl hunting is permitted. Two hundred thirty
bird species and 45 mammals have been observed
on the refuge. 

Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge: A Jewel of Boundary County
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Bonners Ferry Visitor Center a Hit Among Travelers
By R.J. Cohn

With its classy
stone front, a bank
of 12-foot high
windows
overlooking the
Kootenai River
and polished
cedar trunks, the
$1 million Visitor
Center fronting
Highway 95 in the
Bonners Ferry
City Parking Lot
opened its doors
July 2007.

The 2,567-
square-foot facility that broke ground in the fall of
2006 after the city partnered with Idaho
Transportation Department to fund the project is
the city’s newest tourism building.

Equipped with an elevator, a tapered second-
story ceiling reaching 16 feet surrounded by a wall
of windows and track-lighting, the Visitor Center

has the 
capacity to hold a
maximum of 132

people. Wildlife
footprints have

been cast into a
brown cement
walkway that

winds around the
center. Layered

landscaping,
complete with

native plants and
Idaho white pine,
provide a natural-

looking setting
for the facility.

Operated and maintained by the Greater
Bonners Ferry Chamber of Commerce, it offers
free wireless Internet access for visitors; in the past
year, the center has been manned by 21
volunteers. The facility’s restrooms are open 24

When it comes to providing visitors opportunities
to worship at the church of their choosing,
Boundary County offers quite a wide variety.
Listed below are names, locations and phone
numbers of the community’s congregations:

BridgeWay Assembly of God Church 
66027 Highway 2, Bonners Ferry, 267-3558

Bonners Ferry Kingdom Hall
6829 Kaniksu St., 267-7725

Bonners Ferry United Methodist Church
Denver and Lincoln streets, 267-2343

Church of Christ
County Road 2B, south of Bonners Ferry, 
267-2731

Church of God in Christ Mennonite Church 
3 ½ miles north on Highway 95

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
1512 Alderson Lane, 267-2647

Church of the Nazarene
Highway 2, Meadow Creek Road, 267-4061

Community Fellowship Church
7160 Ash St., 267-2121

Crossroads Chapel
6525 Jackson St., 267-2702

First Baptist Church
6711 El Paso St., 267-3215

Free Methodist Church
County Road 2-D, 267-2513

Gideons International
267-3303 or 267-3126

Historic Seventh Day Adventist Church
Naples, 267-2906

Kootenai Valley Mennonite Church
2119A Road 30 Bonners Ferry, 
208-267-0620

Light House Fellowship Chapel
267-7346

Mennonite Church Mountain View
Highway 95 N, 267-3690

Mount Hall Community Church
18 miles north of Bonners Ferry at the 
Junction of Highway 95 and Highway 1, 
267-7506

New Life Church
267-5739

Praise Church Wellspring Center
6789 Main St. on the South Hill, 267-3481

St. Ann’s Catholic Church
6712 El Paso St., 267-2852

St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
1026 Denver St., 267-3202

Seventh Day Adventist Church
Six miles north of Bonners Ferry, 267-3481

Trinity Lutheran Church
Cody Street, 267-2894

Woodland Mennonite Church
7334 Olympic Way, 267-4433

Worship

Visitor Center Continued on 23



Welcome To Boundary County! Visitor’s & Relocation Guide - © 2009 Published by Ruralnorthwest.com 23

By R.J. Cohn 
Meeting over kitchen tables in 2002, a handful

of residents with a passion for the arts shared a
single vision of bringing performing artists to
Boundary County on a regular basis.

Lacking financial backing or professional
fundraising skills, the idea seemed more like a
pipe dream.

Nevertheless, six years later, the tiny
grassroots group that evolved into Friends of the
Arts has succeeded in enriching a small rural
community by hosting unparalleled performances
many may never have had the opportunity to
experience.

From internationally acclaimed puppet shows
to world-class ballet presentations, Friends of the
Arts is placing the world of performing arts at
Boundary County’s doorstep.

“Our goal from day one was to keep the arts
alive and thriving in Boundary County and to give
everyone in this community a chance to be
exposed to performances of artistic endeavors,”
said Friends’ secretary Barbara Russell. “We’ve

had nothing but positive feedback since we started bringing artists here. Through community support,
we hope to continue what we’re doing as well as help further the arts in our schools.”

Since its inception, local businesses, individuals and members of Friends have scrambled to raise
thousands of dollars to bring in groups like Ballet Idaho, the Missoula Children’s Theatre, Tears of Joy
Puppet Theatre, St. Petersburg Classic Ballet and the Taiko Drummer Ensemble.

“We want to provide a variety of different artistic opportunities for the community that includes
performing arts, music, dance, along with programs for both adults and children,” said Friends’ treasurer
Summer MacDonald. “This year, our season was absolutely fabulous, and the performances were well-
attended.”

Like most small organizations existing on a
shoestring budget, the biggest challenges for
Friends - which last year became a non-profit entity
- is attracting more members as well as funding.

“As long as we are able to support the arts, we
want to continue bringing in different venues that will
appeal to everyone,” said MacDonald. “Personally,
I’m hoping my kids will be able to go to a rodeo on
Friday night and then attend the ‘Nutcracker’ on
Saturday evening. Wouldn’t that be great?”  

hours per day, and four security cameras have
been mounted both inside and outside the center.

Thanks to the International Selkirk Loop, the
center boasts an interpretive sign that gives visitors
an understanding of the important role the region’s
rivers and lakes, provided as transportation and
ultimately, the settling of the area. The panel tells
the story of the origins of Bonners Ferry through a
series of historic photographs provided by the
Bonners Ferry Historical Society. It has an original
pen-and-ink drawing of the first ferry crossing the
Kootenai River by local artist Amy Tye. It also
shows the evolution of successive bridges
spanning the river.

From its unique architectural structure to it
“service with a smile,” the Visitor Center has
become a hit among travelers.

“The comments we have heard about the
center have been very complimentary and
positive,” said Mike Sloan, Boundary Economic
Development Council Executive Director. “They’ve
ranged from ‘This is the best visitor center we’ve
ever been to’ to ‘You’ve got the cleanest restrooms
we’ve seen.’ It’s turning into a well-used facility.”

Friends Of The Arts Help 
Enrich Community

Visitor Center
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Rarely is there a better area in north Idaho for
hiking trails and the backcountry than Boundary
County. Its spectacular beauty is often best seen
and experienced when traveling by foot. 

For those who enjoy hiking - whether it is a
simple day-hike or hikes that are more
challenging - outdoor enthusiasts have an
abundance to choose from, whether on well-
established trails or multiple-day treks in the
wilderness. 

Boundary County offers more than 300 miles
of trails in the Panhandle National Forest land.
Hikers can explore places like the Canuck Basin
in the Purcell Mountains or Boulder Creek areas
in the Cabinet Mountains to the magnificent
Selkirk Crest. Below is a list of some favorite
trails among local hikers.

Roman Nose Lakes Trails No. 160 and 165
are located 23 miles southwest of Bonners
Ferry on Snow Creek Road. Vehicle access
to Roman Nose Lake No. 3 has limited
camping and picnicking; day hikes to two
other lakes total 1-2 miles. Hikers will find
high-mountain views of the Selkirk Crest,
including the Sundance Fire area.

Pyramid-Ball Lakes Trails No. 13 and 43 are
located 23 miles northwest of Bonners Ferry.
The trails can be accessed From Highway 1
by turning west on Copeland Road and
driving to the Trout Creek drainage. There is
vehicle access to the trailhead on Upper Trout
Creek. An easy 1.3-mile hike takes you to
Pyramid Lake; one-half mile farther is Ball
Lake. Trail is suited for equestrian riding.

Queen Lake and Mountain Trail No. 152 is 15
miles northeast of Bonners Ferry via Meadow
Creek Road, turning left onto Queen
Mountain Road. It’s a moderate half-mile hike
to the lake from the trailhead. Three-quarters
of a mile more takes you over the mountain.
Hikers can find excellent views of the Moyie
River Valley and Purcell Mountains.

Two Mouth Lakes Trail No. 268 is 15 miles
west of Bonners Ferry, in the Myrtle Creek
Drainage. There is vehicle access to the
trailhead in Upper Myrtle Creek. From there,
it’s a moderate 5.5-mile hike to the lakes.

Clifty Mountain Trail No. 182 is located 18
miles southeast of Bonners Ferry via Twenty
Mile Road and Black Mountain Road. There is
vehicle access to the trailhead, east of Black
Mountain. It’s a moderate 1.5-mile hike to
Clifty Mountain, where hikers will find
outstanding views of Bonners Ferry, Kootenai

Hiking in Boundary County

Hiking Continued on 25
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Valley, Selkirk and Cabinet mountains.
Red Top (Hidden Lake) Trail No. 102 is

located west of Copeland just off Smith Creek
Road. The trailhead leads you on a short hike
to a high elevation lake with good views and
opportunities for spotting wildlife. Watch for
bears!

Long Canyon Trail No. 16 leads you through
a remote, roadless drainage from the
Westside Road trailhead in the Kootenai
River Valley to the Selkirk Crest with excellent
views of Long and Parker Canyons and walks
through old-growth forest. The full loop is 32
miles long and makes a good four- or five-day
backpacking trip or great for an equestrian
trek. 
Of course, there are many more miles hiking

trails than listed here. For more information on
hiking areas, call the Bonners Ferry Ranger
District.

Roman Nose Lake No. 3
Hiking
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Hunting and Fishing

Boasting some of the most attractive hunting
and fishing areas in north Idaho, Boundary County
has been a popular draw for both sportsmen for
decades.

Hunters eager for top game can always find
elk, deer, bear and moose and other big game in
season as well as several species of birds. The
Kootenai Wildlife Refuge, a few miles west of
Bonners Ferry, is a popular site for bird hunting.
With more than 400,000 acres of National Forest
lands in the county, there are plenty of public
lands for hunting game as well.

If fishing is your specialty, you’ve come to the
right place. The are nearly 300 miles of streams
and rivers to cast your line in, including sub-
alpine, high-mountain and other lakes. What you’ll
find is quite a bounty, ranging from rainbow trout,
cutthroat trout, bass, crappie, brook trout, sunfish
and whitefish. 

If you like small-lake fishing in boats, some of
the most popular and best spots are Brush,
Solomon, Perkins, Smith, Dawson, Bonner and
Robinson lakes. If your preference is fishing in
high-mountain lakes, try Roman Nose,
Bottleneck, Snow, Cooks, Two Mouth, Myrtle,
Hidden, West Fork and Caribou lakes. Creeks that
anglers have enjoyed for years include Snow,
Myrtle, Deep, Grass, Cow, Parker, Long Canyon,
Deer, Canuck and Boulder creeks.

If fly-fishing is your preference, you’ll enjoy fly-
fishing in the Kootenai River and Moyie, where
wild trout are in abundance. Other fly fishing spots
include Smith, Ball, Trout and Caribou creeks.
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Camping in Boundary County
water is available. It is known for its excellent
bass and trout fishing, and moose and other big
game are often seen in the area. To get there, go
19 miles north of Bonners Ferry on U.S. 95, then
go two miles on Forest Road 1004.

Copper Creek Campground offers a spectacular
view of Copper Creek Falls with excellent fishing
on the Moyie River. Located in secluded
wilderness, it offers 16 camping units with
drinking water and toilets. A fee is required. It is
known for its excellent trout fishing, canoeing,
rafting and tubing. Two miles south of Eastport
on Highway 95, take Road No. 2517.

Meadow Creek Campground on the Moyie River
offers 23 campsites usually available during peak
camping season. A fee is required. From
Highway 2, take Meadow Creek Road No. 229.

Robinson Lake Campground offers 10 units with
a per-night fee and barrier-free camping sites for
handicapped campers. One of the area’s most
popular campsites on National Forest Land, it has
firewood, drinking water, fishing docks, a boat
launch, toilets and a day-use picnic area. It is
located seven miles south of Eastport on U.S. 95.

Roman Nose Lake Campground is a non-fee
campground. Although the drive to it seems like
you’re travelling into no man’s land, the access to
hiking, fishing in the three Roman Nose Lakes
and a true wilderness setting make the drive up
mountain well worth the trip.

Smith Lake Campground has seven units of no-
fee campsites, a day-use picnic area, boat
launch, fishing docks, swimming, drinking water
and toilets. Excellent bass and trout fishing have
been reported in Smith Lake. To get to the site,
drive five miles north of Bonners Ferry, then east

There is no better way to explore Boundary
County than camping at one of the many available
sites in the National Forest lands, where you’ll find
everything from full-convenience campsites to
primitive camping areas. Below is an alphabetical
list of many of the camping areas in that can be
found in the county: 
Brush Lake Campground is a four-unit, no-fee

campground and a more primitive campsite with
a day-use area and a fishing dock. No fresh

Camping Continued on 29
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for two miles on
Forest Road
1005.

If you’re hauling
an RV, there are
several private
campgrounds
where you can
park and hook up
your RV while
you enjoy
Boundary
County.
Blue Lake RV

Park - Currently
under new
ownership, the park is located 7 miles south of
Bonners Ferry on Highway 95. The owners are
renovating the old lakeside building into a rustic
clubhouse with a full kitchen that can seat 50
people indoors and 100-plus outside. It offered
25 spaces with electricity and water, six full
hookups, 30 amps, dump site, tent spaces,
tables, fire grates, toilets, showers, picnic tables,
drinking water, laundry facilities and a play area.
208-946-3361  www.bluelakervresort.com

Idyll Acres Campground is a seasonal facility 30
miles north of Bonners Ferry with 10 full hook-
ups and 10 tent spaces. It also provides picnic
tables, showers, drinking water, toilets and a play
area. 208-267-3619

Twin Rivers Campground in Moyie Springs has
26 hookups, 24 water and electric hookups, 16
tent sites, picnic tables, fire pits, showers,
laundry facilities, a dumping station, a pavilion,
picnic and recreation area. Swimming, fishing 

and playground
area are

available. 
208-267-5932 
Maybe you’re

interested in
Lookout Rentals,

for the isolated
feel, majestic
views of the
surrounding
valleys and

mountains or
simple, short-

term, rustic
living.

Two former
Forest Service lookout stations and one guard
station have been converted into use for a unique
recreational experience. Using lookouts for
spotting fires became obsolete after the aircraft
came into use. While many lookouts across the
West were torn down, several were kept intact in
Boundary County. 

The Bonners Ferry Ranger District accepts
seasonal overnight reservations for Shorty Peak
Lookout, Deer Ridge Lookout and Snyder
Guard Station. The guard station was approved in
1982 for the National Register of Historic Places.
This site is well suited to group functions. Snyder’s
old Ranger House is available for use and has
electricity and running water. On the other hand,
the lookout buildings are rustic, have no electricity
or running water, and one requires hiking in;
however fees are minimal. 

For complete information, check with the
Bonners Ferry Ranger District.

Photo taken and provided by Stampede Lake Studio.
www.stampedelakestudio.com

Camping
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Scenic Attractions of Boundary County
reared sturgeon since 1997.

Elk Mountain Farms is located about 20 miles
north of Bonners Ferry. Elk Mountain Farms
grows hops for Anheuser-Busch on two fields of
approximately 1,700 acres of fertile ground with
889 hop plants per acre. Harvest is in late August
or early September. Integrated wildlife habitat
management has been integrated into the farm’s
operations. To reach the farm, drive north from
Bonners Ferry on Hwy. 95, turn left on Copeland
Road, drive to Westside Road, and turn left to see

Rich in its overwhelming natural beauty,
Boundary County’s mountain ranges, lakes and
vast forestland make the area one of the most
spectacular spots in the Inland Northwest.

While the Cabinet, Selkirk and Purcell Mountain
Ranges come together at McArthur Lake, the
Selkirk Range runs west of Bonners Ferry to
Canada and the Cabinets are prominent along the
skyline to the east. What makes Boundary County
special from most communities is that about
90 percent of it is forested. It is one of those
special communities where you can camp in
the wilderness, hike and horseback during the
spring, summer and fall, and snowmobile and
cross country ski in the winter. If you look close
enough, sometimes you’ll be able to spot bald
eagles that call Boundary County home.
Below are just a few of some of the scenic
attractions you can find in Boundary County:
Kootenai Tribal Sturgeon Hatchery.

Operated by the Kootenai Tribe of Idaho, the
hatchery was built in 1991, and plays a huge
role in the recovery project of the Kootenai
River White Sturgeon, an endangered
species. The hatchery raises and releases
sturgeon into the Kootenai River and has
released approximately 3,000 hatchery-

If you love outdoor activities in the wintertime,
Boundary County is a virtual haven for snow
lovers. From snowmobiling to cross-country and
backcountry skiing, Boundary County offers about
everything for those who can’t get enough of
winter.

Its backcountry wilderness is a wide-open play
area offering miles of groomed access trails from
elevations of 2,000 feet to more than 7,000 feet.
Below are some of the areas that are more
popular:

The area around Roman Nose southwest in
the Selkirk Mountains includes the famed Roman
Nose peak, which reaches 7,200 feet and is one
of the top destinations for backcountry sledders.
The Sundance Forest Fire of 1967 left a wide area
open that offer challenges for every riding ability.
Access is made from Naples, 10 miles south of
Bonners Ferry via the Ruby Creek and Fall Creek
roads; you can also take the Snow Creek Road
four miles southwest of Bonners Ferry.

In the Canuck Basin area, 13 miles northeast
of Bonners Ferry are the Purcell Mountains,
where grand vistas of Canada and Montana can
be seen from high ridges. The best time to
snowmobile on Copper Trail is from November to
April; access can be obtained by the Deer Creek
Road or by Copper Creek Campground near
Eastport.

The Smith Creek area in the northern part of
Boundary County is another excellent area. It can
be accessed by traveling north to Highway 1 and
turning west at Copeland. Cross the Kootenai
River and follow the Westside Road north to the

Smith Creek Road. The Smith drainage has
wide-open bowls and high running ridges, great
for snow lovers.

If cross-country skiing or even snowshoeing
is your thing, the hiking trails in the Canuck Basin
in the Purcell Mountains or Boulder Creek areas
in the Cabinet Mountains, or the magnificent
Selkirk Crest make for perfect recreational areas.
While the U.S. Forest Service doesn’t groom or
maintain cross-country ski trails, they
recommend roads plowed for ongoing timber
sales on the weekends when there’s no
commercial traffic. When snow closes the auto
tour route at the Kootenai National Wildlife
Refuge, the scenic 4.5-mile route is open for
cross-country skiing. For more information, call
the refuge at 208-267-3888.

For more information on snowmobiling or
cross-country ski areas in the county, write to the
Panhandle Snowcat Club No. 45, Inc. at P.O. Box
900, Bonners Ferry, ID 83805, or call the Bonners
Ferry Ranger District. 

Winter Activities in Boundary County

Attractions Continued on 31
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areas which you can view the entire farm.
Black Mountain Lookout gives a spectacular

view of the entire area. It is located off of Twenty
Mile Road; a four-wheel drive vehicle is
recommended.

Moyie River Overlook and Bridge is located a
half-mile east of Moyie Springs on Hwy. 2. You
can look at spectacular views of the Moyie River
and the 92-foot Moyie Dam from one of the
highest bridges in Idaho.

McArthur Lake Wildlife Management Area is
located 15 miles south of Bonners Ferry on Hwy.
95 and is part of the wildlife corridor spanning one
of the shortest east-west distances between the
Selkirk and Purcell mountain ranges. It provides
a natural wildlife highway for moose, elk and deer
moving through the area.

Mirror Lake Golf Course is a nine-hole municipal
golf course that also has a driving range. It is
located just south of Bonners Ferry and is open to
the public. 

The Snyder Guard Station is a complex of seven
buildings on the Moyie River in Boundary County.
All of the buildings were built before 1936. The
site was established in 1908 and continued to be
used as a ranger station until 1937, when several
small districts were consolidated into the Bonners
Ferry Ranger District. Snyder was used as a

fireguard station and work center until 1980. The
Guard Station is now part of the Lookout Rental
Program.

Attractions
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Bonners Ferry: A City That Got Game
By: R.J. Cohn

Knee-deep in a stifling
recession that daily
swallows thousands of
jobs like Godzilla biting the
heads off hapless warriors,
we are overwhelmed at
the chutzpah of three
Bonners Ferryites who, in
the midst of an economy
that keeps withering
before our eyes, want us
to lay down our fears and
join them in a tournament
of games. 

Maybe that is the way
to get through all of this in
one piece.

Nevertheless, paintball
wizard Jereme Grove,
crossword puzzle guru
Adam Milligan and Mr.
Swish himself, Brett
Brown, might possess the
key for unlocking the gate
to the yellow brick road, to
transport us all the way to
Oz and back to Kansas
again.

At a time when our economy seems to be
sinking deeper in quicksand without a survival
rope or winch to pull us out of this mess, these
three come riding in like the High Plains Drifter.

It is hardly job creation they bring to a
community flirting with a 12 percent
unemployment rate, nor is it a stimulus package to
reinvent the wheel for an economy that could
probably use a new one.

Instead, they offer us a round-robin
tournament of games, from a crossword puzzle
marathon and a 3-on-3 basketball tournament to
a team paintball competition in the Fairgrounds
arena.

When it comes to games communities host
and promote, it is difficult to top the variety that
keep surfacing in the tiny town of Bonners Ferry.

Coeur d’Alene - with its corporate-backed
Ironman competition that airs on ESPN with all the

hoopla of a star-studded pageant - might host the
granddaddy of all games in north Idaho. And to
the Lake City’s credit, we tip our hats. However, if
you’re not a mighty marathon runner, a speedy

bicyclist and a stalwart
swimmer, you’re a
spectator in Coeur
d’Alene, not a player.

Our good neighbor to
the south, Sandpoint,
holds its 65-year-old K&K
Fishing Derby every spring
and fall on Lake Pend
Oreille awash with a kettle
of cash prizes. But alas, if
you don’t have a vessel or
are adept at hauling in a
prize kokanee or
kamloops trout on a big
lake with sizable chop,
your good looks and a
cappuccino from
Starbucks will only get you
to the foot of the Long
Bridge and back to the
Panida if you’re lucky.

But in Bonners Ferry
we got game coming out
of our ears.

In our pursuit to
understand the whys and
wherefores of our

community, why it turns and rolls the way it does
- both in sync and at times, out of sync - we can
only conclude that a town that got no game is a
town that does not know how to play and rejoice.

And a town that does not know how to play
and rejoice is no town at all.

Therefore, let the games begin.
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Throughout the year, Boundary County hosts
many annual events that have become part of the
landscape and fabric of community life that local
residents and visitors celebrate and enjoy. Many
events such as community plays and performing
arts are randomly scheduled throughout the year,
generally featured at the Becker Auditorium in the
new high school.
January is a fairly quiet month for Bonners Ferry

and its surrounding county, although some in the
community are planning to start a celebration
honoring Boundary County’s separation from
Bonner County. 

In February, the Boundary Community Hospital
Ladies Auxiliary Pie Sale is held from 10 a.m. –
3 p.m. usually around the 20th of the month. The
annual fundraiser sells homemade pies to raise
funds for hospital-related necessities. Also in
February, auditions for Boundary County’s Got
Talent, a community talent show that started in
2009, are held. Residents of all ages audition
their singing, acting, puppetry and dancing
talents for the final show, which occurs in March.

In March, besides the talent show, the Lincoln

Day Luncheon & Auction is held at noon in the
third week or so at the Legion Hall, and the
Kootenai Valley Pheasants Forever Annual
Spring Banquet & Auction is held in the evening
at the Boundary County Fairgrounds. Curves
also holds its annual food drive, collecting food
for the local food bank. Nationally, Curves
collected 11 million pounds last year.

In April, one of the largest-attended community
events is the annual America’s Junior Miss
event, which is held around mid-April from 6:30
p.m. – 8 p.m. at Becker Auditorium in the
Bonners Ferry High School. The Creston Valley
Gardening Conference is also held in late April.

In May, the Canine Caper, a 5K walk/run through
the wildlife refuge for dogs and their people, is
held at the Fairgrounds. The event benefits
Second Chance Animal Adoption. The annual
Salsa Festival is also held in May, downtown
Bonners Ferry, where contestants try to outdo
each other by cooking up their finest salsa
concoctions. Around Mother’s Day, hundreds of
visitors flock to the Moyie area for the annual
spring Moyie Mud Bogs, and there’s a parade
for Memorial Day. May also symbolizes the

Annual Events

Events Continued on 34
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people, artisans and chefs showcasing their
culinary arts. The event is usually held shortly
after the county fair. The Law Enforcement and
Friends Open Golf Tournament is also held near
the end of August at Mirror Lake Golf Course.
Proceeds go to the Bonners Ferry Cancer
Support Group.

In September, Rotary Club sponsors the
Kootenai River Ride, a 100K, 60K and 16K bike
ride along the Kootenai River through the valley.
Also in September, the annual free
CommUNITY Breakfast is held at Boundary
County Middle School cafeteria by the Better
Boundary County Coalition. Proceeds go to
BBCC projects.

In October, a Pink Ribbon Luncheon is held to
acknowledge October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month at the Chic-n-Chop. The
event is sponsored by the Boundary County
Women’s Cancer Support Group. The Harvest
Festival is also usually held around the first
weekend of the month.

In November, Mount Hall has an annual
fundraising auction and Friends of the Arts
sponsors the Nutcracker Ballet at Becker
Auditorium. The annual downtown Christmas
Festival begins the day after Thanksgiving and
continues into December.

In December, the annual Festival of Trees, a
fundraiser that benefits the Fry Healthcare
Foundation, is held at the Boundary County
Fairgrounds. Scores of Boundary County
residents participate in the festival, from
sponsoring trees, wreaths, stockings, etc., to
ticket sales for the gala event, and purchasing
auction items including the trees, to support the
fundraising efforts of a community gem.

“changing of the
guard” as the high
school seniors
graduate, passing
the responsibility
on to the junior
class.

In June, the
Bonners Ferry
Rod Benders Car
Club host its
annual Jamboree,
which showcases
vintage and hot
rod cars that line
the length of Main
Street. Additional
fun includes the
Lawnmower races
at the fairgrounds.
The events are
usually held the first weekend in June. There is
always a free day of fishing in Idaho in June, the
Lion’s Den is a great place to take your children,
for games, fishing contests and all around family
fun. Also in June, the annual Kootenai River
Run, a 3.1 and 6.2-mile race starts and ends in
the Fairgrounds. The Dance Studio annual
spring recital is held around June 13 at the
Becker Auditorium, where families watch their
children perform the dances and moves they’ve
practiced much of the school year. The Kootenai
River Rodeo is also held toward the end of June
at the Fairgrounds with a parade at noon on
Main Street and a family dance that evening.

In July, a Fourth of July parade has been
traditionally held on Main Street, and weather
and fundraising permitting, a spectacular
country-style fireworks show in the evening. Also
in July, there’s a chance to get great bargains at
many of the city’s stores, as Bonners Ferry’s
annual Crazy Days sidewalk sale is held. The
Artists Studio Tour of North Idaho is held in late
July and the Boundary County Historical Society
holds a Quilt Festival at the Fairgrounds.

In August, the Bonners Ferry Swish, 3-on-3
street basketball tournament is held for the
weekend on Main Street. This year, the hoop
fest is scheduled for the second weekend of
August, due to the All Class Reunion taking
place on the first weekend. The annual
Boundary County Fair is also held in August,
typically during the middle of the month for four
days of fun, food and festivities. The Demolition
Derby is held at the Fairgrounds, usually around
the county fair. A two-day Art Faire hosted by the
Naples Gallery is held at the Gallery that
features the best of Boundary County crafts

Events
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Directory of Services
Lodging 
If you’re visiting Boundary County,
finding motels or bed and breakfasts
in the area should not be a problem. 

Bear Creek Lodge: The Bear
Creek Lodge at 5952 Main St. on
Highway 95 offers non-smoking
rooms, air-conditioning, cable
TV, hot tub, laundry services and
allows pets. 267-7268

Kootenai Valley Motel: The
Kootenai Valley Motel on
Highway 95 south of Bonners
Ferry offers 22 ground-level units
in a park-like setting nestled
among pine trees. It provides a hot tub/spa, kitchenettes, cable TV, picnic tables and play equipment.
267-7597

Bonners Ferry Log Inn: The Bonners Ferry Log Inn just north of Bonners Ferry offers the charm of
a bed & breakfast. Nestled in the foothills above the Kootenai Valley, the Bonners Ferry Log Inn
features handcrafted log furniture, king or queen-size beds, a spacious bathroom and country-style
décor. It has a hot tub open year-round, a gift shop, a fishpond and patio to enjoy the gardens and
scenery. 267-3986

Kootenai River Inn & Casino: Best Western Kootenai River Inn & Casino on Highway 95 features
rooms with a private balcony and a spectacular view, free high-speed Internet access, satellite
television with HBO, refrigerators, room service, free long distance access, iron/ironing board and
coffee/tea maker. King size beds and other upgraded amenities are available in select rooms. Other
unique amenities include a kid’s arcade, banquet services, meeting facilities, a pool and a full spa.
Small pets are welcome. 267-8511

Carriage House Inn: The Carriage House Inn at 6506 Main, Highway 95 in Bonners Ferry, offers
rooms with queen beds, cable TV, free wireless Internet and coffee, a computer in the lobby for
guests, refrigerators and microwaves. Some rooms have full kitchens. Its RV Park is shaded with
lawn next to the Lodge with full hook-ups. Monthly and weekly rates are available. 267-7915

Northside Bed & Breakfast: Northside School Bed and Breakfast is located on the northside of
Bonners Ferry. The newly renovated 1912 schoolhouse offers nine different “themed” rooms,
homemade breakfast of choice, outdoor-heated swimming pool, banquet/dining facilities, wedding
gardens, handicap access and an elevator. 267-1826

Paradise Valley Inn: The Paradise Valley Inn Bed and Breakfast is on top of a mountain surrounded
by 18 acres of woods overlooking the Kootenai Valley. It also has a private Garden Cabin. The
sweeping vista of the Kootenai Valley can be viewed from every room and cabin. Each room comes
equipped with a cozy down comforter, down pillows and its own private bath. The outdoor hot tub is
available for adult guests, and is, perched on the side of the mountain overlooking the valley. A full
gourmet breakfast is served every morning. 267-4180 or 888-447-4180

Little Bear Bed & Breakfast: Little Bear Bed & Breakfast is located two miles from the Moyie River
in Moyie Springs a magnificent 3,150-square-foot log home on 32 ½ acres in the foothills of the
Cabinet Mountains. It offers four bedrooms that include two queen beds in private quarters and bunk
beds in another room. Two other private rooms each have one full bed. A gourmet breakfast is served
to guests. 267-0787

Naples Inn: The Naples Inn Bed & Breakfast is located 8 miles south of Bonners Ferry in the town of
Naples. It offers four regular rooms and a dormitory room that sleeps up to eight people. All rooms
come with a full breakfast. The Inn has a large events room for ping-pong, foosball and other games.
Laundry facilities are provided for guests. 267-5964

Feist Creek Falls Resort: If you want to get away from it all and be near the Canadian border, Feist
Creek Falls Resort located near Eastport may be exactly what you’re looking for. It offers 14 cozy
guest rooms in an idyllic setting next to the Feist Creek Restaurant in a beautiful, park-like area with
a large pond stocked with trout and backdrop of a plunging waterfall. It even has a helicopter-landing
site on the premises. 267-8649
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Dining
From sandwiches to steaks, fast food to leisurely

family dining, Boundary County has
restaurants and cafes you’re going to
remember. Whether it’s dining over the
Kootenai River or on Main Street, the county’s
eateries provide excellent cuisine. Below is a
list of local restaurants in the area.

Alberto’s: Reopening this spring, Alberto’s
Restaurant on the South Hill in Bonners Ferry
serves homemade traditional Mexican cuisine
for lunch and dinner. In addition, they’ve
recently added a bit of everything from steak to
oriental, including daily buffets and Sunday
brunch. Open daily from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
267-3410

Badger Den: Serving breakfast all day and
lunch, the Badger’s Den, also on the South
Hill, has old-fashioned shakes, lunches and a
drive-through espresso window. Open daily
from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Espresso window is
open from 5:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 267-1486

Bread Basket offers shelves of baked goods
including bread, pies, cinnamon rolls, donuts,
muffins and fry pies. They also serve
homemade soup, sandwiches, breakfast
sandwiches, breakfast burritos and specialty
coffees. Located just north of Three-Mile
junction, they are open Tuesday through
Friday from 6:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and on
Saturday from 6:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 267-4100

Chic-n-Chop: Located on U.S. 95 on the South
Hill, the Chic-n-Chop Restaurant has been a
favorite among locals for decades. Serving All-
American cuisine, but specializing in chicken
and pork, it is open for breakfast, lunch and
dinner, from 4:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday and from 6 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sunday. 267-2431

Creamery: Located in downtown Bonners Ferry
on Kootenai Street, The Creamery serves
homemade sandwiches, espresso, soups, ice
cream and salads, Monday through Friday 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., from the spring through fall.
267-2690

Feist Creek: Off County Road 34 on Meadow
Creek Road, Feist Creek Falls Resort is a true
destination spot, where you can dine by the
falls. Their menu features ribs, steaks and
seafood. Open seven days a week from 11
a.m. until 9 p.m. 267-8649

Good Grief: North of Bonners Ferry near
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Eastport, you’ll find the Good Grief Grill &
Grocery, which serves, pizza, sandwiches,
burgers, chili as well as stocking some grocery
items. Open Wednesday through Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. and on Sunday 11:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. 267-0709

Jill’s Café: In the heart of downtown Bonners
Ferry on Main Street, Jill’s Café offers
homemade lunches, from burgers and wraps
to salads and specialty sandwiches. They also
offer fresh daily desserts and espresso. Open
Monday through Friday, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
267-1950

JJ’s Cookshack: For mouth-watering prime rib
grilled to perfection, or a family-style sit-down
dinner, many locals travel to Naples for an
evening at JJ’s Cookshack. JJ’s offers a
smoking or non-smoking atmosphere, and
group or private dining options. Open seven
days a week; Monday through Thursday, from
5:30 a.m. – 9 p.m., Saturday 5:30 a.m. – 10
p.m. and Sunday 7 a.m. – 3 p.m. 267-5757

Moyie Springs Store & Café: Located on
Highway 2, about five miles of Three Mile
Corner, the Moyie Springs Store & Café is
open seven days per week, from 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. It specializes in hamburgers, chicken
strips, fish strips, sandwiches, shrimp baskets
and offers daily specials. On Friday evenings,
the café offers different specials, like lasagna,
all-you-can-eat fish fry or steaks. 267-6266

Mugsy’s Tavern & Grill: Serving a large
selection of microbrews, imports and domestic
beers, Mugsy’s Tavern & Grill in downtown
Bonners Ferry also offers lunches and dinners.
It has a pool table, banquet room and darts, or
outside dining on the covered patio. Monday –
Thursday, from 11 a.m. – 9 p.m., Friday and
Saturday from 11 a.m. – 10 p.m. Closed
Sunday until after Memorial Day. 267-8059

Oriental Garden: Specializing in a wide variety
of Chinese food, Oriental Garden on the South
Hill offers an authentic oriental menu and
family dining. Open Monday and Wednesday
through Saturday from 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. and
Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. 267-8000

Panhandle Restaurant: Located in downtown
Bonners Ferry, the Panhandle Restaurant is
open seven days per week from 7 a.m.  to 7
p.m. serving breakfast, lunch and dinner along
with homemade pies. 267-2623

Papa Byrd’s Bistro: One of Bonners Ferry’s
newest and most popular restaurants is Papa

Byrd’s Bistro in the Bonner Port Mall downtown
Bonners Ferry. They offer an extraordinary
Italian menu ranging from three-cheese
lasagna and eggplant parmesan, to pizza and
calzones, specialty soups, salads and Italian
desserts. Open from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday
– Thursday and 11 a.m. – 9 p.m. Friday and
Saturday. 267-0891

Pizza Factory: If you like pizzas and submarine
sandwiches, you’ll love the Pizza Factory on
the South Hill. It offers a family-friendly
atmosphere with a jukebox, game room and
widescreen TV. Delivery is available after 5
p.m. Open Monday through Thursday 11 a.m.
– 9 p.m., Friday 11 a.m. – 10 p.m., Sunday 2
p.m. – 8 p.m. 267-7771

Springs Restaurant & Lounge: Located in the
Kootenai River Inn & Casino, the Springs
Restaurant and Lounge provides casual dining
in an elegant setting overlooking the Kootenai
River. They serve breakfast, lunch and dinner
seven days a week. Monday through Friday,
6:30 a.m. – 9 p.m., Weekends 6:30 a.m. – 9:30
p.m. 267-8511

Subway: Located inside the Conoco station on
south Hwy. 95, offers tailored sandwiches and
fresh soups with prompt service and healthy
options. Bread is baked fresh daily. They also
offer daily specials and breakfasts.  Hours are
Monday through Saturday 7:30 a.m. to 10
p.m., Sunday from 7:30 a.m. to  9 p.m.
267-4164

Under the Sun: If organic coffee, tea &
sandwiches have your taste buds watering,
Under the Sun provides unique combinations
of natural and exotic foods. Open Monday
through Saturday 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 267-6467

Three Mile Corner Café: Another favorite
among locals, Three Mile Corner Café at 3-
Mile Junction serves breakfast, lunch and
dinner, including daily all-you-can-eat specials.
Open from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday through
Saturday and 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday. 
267-3513

Zips Drive In: Located at the only traffic light in
Bonners Ferry, Zips Drive In is the only fast
food restaurant in town. It offers specialty
burgers, family meals, tubs of French fries,
milkshakes and more for dine in, carry out or
drive through. Open seven days a week.
Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.,
Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.
267-7347
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Healthcare
When it comes to providing healthcare to its

community, Boundary County offers both a hospital
and low-cost medical clinic as well private
physicians, dentists and chiropractors.

Boundary Community Hospital has been in
existence for more than a century and in its present
location at 6640 Kaniksu St. for about 55 years.
The current two-story structure is the third in a long
history. Dr. E.E. Fry opened the first hospital in
1907. Eleven years later when more space was
needed, it moved to the site presently occupied by
the Community Restorium, across from the existing
hospital. In 1955, a two-story hospital was
constructed across the street on the current site.
The skilled nursing facility was added in 1966. 

Twenty-five years later, the community
supported a $5 million bond issue to completely
renovate and expand the hospital and nursing
home. A new outpatient clinic was also constructed
at that time. Most recently, the hospital purchased
two physician offices adjacent to the hospital and
constructed a 3,600 square foot state-of-the-art
medical services building for two physician
practices. 

In 1998, BCH purchased an additional 1.5
acres of land for future development adjacent to the
new medical services building. Thanks to the
fundraising efforts of the Festival of Trees, many
improvements and new equipment have been
added.

The Extended Care facility of the hospital has
46 licensed beds, social services, activities, a
special care unit and premiere staffing level to give
individual care. Outpatient services and clinics are
provided for visiting physicians with various
specialties.

Located at 6635 Comanche St. almost adjacent
to BCH, Kaniksu Health Services specializes in
primary medical care for families and individuals of
all ages, offering comprehensive patient care,
support services and healthcare for home patients.
Services range from health screening to minor
surgery. It averages about 75 patients per day.

A volunteer ambulance services is also located
in Bonners Ferry. Helicopter service is available
from the hospital to transfer patients to trauma
centers in Coeur d’Alene, Sandpoint and Spokane.
Chiropractors:

Moore Chiropractic Center 267-2506
Svec, Pam DC 267-7355
Thompson Chiropractic Center 267-2225

Clinics:
Boundary Regional Community 

Health Center 267-1718
Panhandle Health District 267-5558

Dentists:
Arbo, Marshall 267-5187
Bonners Ferry Family Dentistry 267-7571
MacIntosh, David 267-5913
Willis, Hank 267-6454

Hospitals:
Boundary Community Hospital 267-3141

Medical Physicians:
Bonners Ferry Family Medicine 267-8710
Lucero, E A 267-2086
Newhouse, Chuck 267-3655

Optometrist:
Barker, Mark 267-2020

Pediatricians:
Sandpoint Pediatrics 267-3773

Pregnancy:
A Blessed Beginning, 

Crisis Pregnancy Center 267-1491
Womancare Midwives 267-0936

Pharmacies:
Boundary Pharmacy 267-4004
Safeway Pharmacy 267-2301










